
93-Year-Old Veteran Receives High School Diploma

On Oct. 2, 2014, a high school graduation ceremony was held 
at Central Carolina Community College for Thomas Stewart, 
a 93-year-old World War II Navy Veteran, of Buies Creek. Mr. 
Stewart dropped out of high school in 1942 and joined the Navy, 
serving in various medical positions in the Pacific Theater of 
Operations as a Navy Corpsman until the war ended in 1945. 

The ceremony was part of North Carolina’s Operation Recognition 
Program where veterans of the World War II, Korea, and Vietnam 
Wars, who dropped out of high school to serve their country, are 

awarded their high school diplomas. The pomp and circumstance included cap and gown, 
graduation music, and the awarding of his high school diploma, declaring him a graduate of 
the Veterans High School Class of 2014.

The graduation was attended by Mr. Stewart’s wife, two sons and their wives, and his 
daughter and her husband. Deputy Director Batten was accompanied by his wife, Donna, and 
friend, Desiree Ruiz, who lives in the Buies Creek area and knows Mr. Stewart.
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