
What Is the Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) Program?

The Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) Program, administered by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), assists veterans with service-connected disabilities by helping 
them prepare for, find, and keep suitable employment. For veterans with service-connected 
disabilities so severe that they cannot immediately consider work, this program offers services to 
improve their ability to live as independently as possible.

Veterans eligible for VR&E services may receive vocational counseling and rehabilitation planning for 
employment services such as job training, job-seeking skills, resume development, additional work 
readiness assistance, and other services as needed to help veterans achieve careers and live as 
independently as possible.

VR&E has a limited period of eligibility. The basic period of eligibility in which VR&E services may be 
used is 12 years from the date of notification of one of the following: date of separation from active 
military service, or the date the veteran was first notified by VA of a service-connected disability rating. 

Disabled Veterans Outreach Program Specialists (DVOP) are assigned to veterans who complete the 
VR&E program. These specialists provide services designed to help veterans find work, including job 
development, counseling, and job placement.

For more information on the Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment Program, including eligibility 
and how to apply, visit the VA website at: http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/vre/.
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